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SENATE BILL No. 1269

Introduced by Senator Wyland
(Coauthor: Senator Alquist)

February 19, 2008

An act to amend Section 51210.3 of the Education Code, relating to
science education.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1269, as amended, Wyland. Science education: experimental
science curriculum.

Existing law authorizes the governing board of a school district to
designate a credential ed teacher asa science coach at each elementary
school, or provide staff development to teachers, for purposes of
devel oping, coordinating, and providing instruction in an experimental
science curriculumand coaching other teachersin the provision of that
curriculum. Existing law requires that the experimental science
curriculumbe aligned to the California standardsfor investigation and
experimentation and be designed to devel op varioustypes of knowledge
and skills related to scientific experimentation.

Thisbill would add the under standing of engineering principals and
engineering skillsto that list of knowledge and skills.
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neerine fields.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SFECTION 1. Section’51210.3 of the Education Codeisamended
to read:

51210.3. (a) The governing board of a school district may
designate a credentialed teacher at each elementary school as a
science coach, or provide staff development to teachers, in order
to accomplish the objectives described in subdivision (b), as
determined by the governing board.

(b) The designated teacher shall do all of the following:

(1) Develop, coordinate, and provide instruction in a science
curriculum that incorporates experimentation. The curriculum shall
be aligned to the California standards for investigation and
experimentation, and be designed to develop all of the following:

(A) Understanding of basic scientific facts and principles.

(B) Mathematics skills.

(C) Reading comprehension.

(D) Understanding of engineering principals and engineering
skills.

B}
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(E) Analytical and intellectual skills required to pose and answer
questions.

(2) Act as a coach for other teachers at the school in the
provision of a science curriculum based on experimentation.

(c) This section does not preclude the assignment of duties to
a science coach that are not listed in subdivision (b) and relate to
developing, coordinating, and providing instruction in a science
curriculum that incorporates experimentation.

SECTHON-I—(a)—Thetegistature-finds-and-dectaresboth-of
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